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Prescription for Spiritual Health — Dr. Rod Nielsen 
  “What a Wonderful Problem” 

agape christian church 

room for the next group. 

 This will mean that 
we won’t enjoy much cross 
fellowship between the two 
services, just as already 
there isn’t much cross 
fellowship between EPIC 
(Saturday) and Sunday 
worshippers. There is a 
risk that we will feel like 
three separate churches. 
That’s not a terrible thing, 
but it is different for a 
church that is as much a 
family as Agape Christian 
Church is. There are two 
ways to defeat that 
dynamic. One is to attend 
one of the other services 
periodically. A second way 
to defeat the separate 
church feeling is to 
participate in the events 
that involve the whole 
c h u r c h ,  l i k e  t h e 
Resurrect ion Sunday 
breakfast, church picnics, 
our Thanksgiving dinner, 
etc. 

 As our church 
continues to grow it 
becomes more and more 
important for you to have a 
small group to connect 
with. We don’t want 
anybody to feel isolated. I 
encourage you to get into 
a small group Bible study 
and fellowship. We have 
several and we could use 
more. Maybe it’s time for 
you to step up and lead a 

This past week I sat with a 
friend who is the preaching 
minister of a church that is 
under attack. There are 
some members who have 
started a campaign of 
rumors and innuendos 
aimed at discrediting my 
friend. As usual, they begin 
with just enough truth to 
give validity to what they’re 
saying, and then add 
u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d 
accusations. I’m not 
weighing in on the issues. 
I’m not there and I don’t 
what has happened or 
even what is being said. 
The point I want to make is 
that churches have 
problems because they are 
full of people and people 
have problems. Satan has 
an uncanny way of 
knowing just what buttons 
to push to create trouble 
for a church. 

 W e  h a v e  a 
problem here at Agape 

Christian Church. We’re 
crowded. Not too crowded, 
but crowded. What a 
wonderful problem. That’s 
why we’re changing the 
start time for our last 
worship service from 
10:30 to 10:45. It is our 
hope that this will give 
most of our 9:00 AM 
worshippers time to 
fellowship and clear out of 
the parking lot making 
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Bible study. I’ll help you get 
started, provide you with 
study guides and give you 
some pointers about leading 
a small group. Then just 
enjoy the experience as your 
group grows close. 

 Parking will always 
be an issue for us at 1601 “I” 
Street. We only have so 
much off street parking and 
even in our building project 
we won’t gain very many 
spaces. 

 Im ag ine  yo u ’ re 
visiting our worship service 
for the first time. You arrive 
10 minutes before the 
scheduled start and drive 
through the parking lot only 
to discover that there are no 
e m p t y  s p a c e s .  Y o u 
determine that you still want 
to visit so you locate a place 
on the street and make your 
way into the building.  
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Here’s another idea to help our 
visitors. Instead of cramming 
ourselves into the back few rows of 
chairs in the sanctuary, how about 
sitting near the front? That way our 
guests don’t have to walk to the front 
to find a seat with all eyes on them, 
plus they can watch us and see how 
we do things here at Agape Christian 
Church and join in without fear of 
doing something out of place. We 
bless our guests making it easy for 
them to be part of our worship. 

 We’re crowded. What a 
wonderful problem. Let’s pray that we 
get even more crowded as we obey 
the Lord’s command to make 
disciples, baptizing them and teaching 
them to obey all the He commanded. 

You’re met by our wonderful greeters 
who introduce themselves, give you a 
bulletin, and direct you to the 
sanctuary. As you go through the 
doors you find that the only empty 
chairs are way up in the front, so you 
walk along the outside aisle feeling 
every eye watching you. You’re not 
sure when you’re supposed to stand 
or sit, so after greeting time you stand 
up for the next song and soon realize 
you’re the only one’s standing. When 
communion is passed, you don’t know 
if you’re supposed to eat the bread 
and drink the cup immediately or wait 
for the worship leader to direct you, or 
even if you’re allowed to participate. 
Being a guest at a church new to you 
can be scary. 

 We need to make our guests 
comfortable and welcomed. Here are 
some ideas to consider: 

¶ Leave the close parking places 
for visitors, older members, and 
parents with young children. 

¶ If you are able bodied please 
consider parking across the 
street (at the tavern). 

¶ Park on the streets surrounding 
our property. 

 I know it seems like we’re 
parking too far away, but it’s all 
relative. Last fall Wes and I visited a 
church where, once you walk 
through the front door, you still have 
farther to walk to their sanctuary 
than you would walk from anywhere 
you might park to attend our worship 
service. Worship is a priority. Let’s 
not let a little inconvenience keep us 
away. 
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Let us know if we have missed your birthday or anniversary.  

Just drop a note to the church office or e-mail Jen Hayes. 
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REMINDER TO OUR 

LADIES! 

April 16th & 17th is our 

Women’s Retreat at 

Das Essenhaus! 

Make sure that child-

care is lined up and 

chore lists are made 

and get ready to have a 

great time of fellowship 

and worship with the 

ladies of Agape! 
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April -At -A -Glance  

1 

April Fool’s Day 

9:15am — Mom’s Bible Study — ACC 

1:00pm —Thur. Aftn Ladies’ Study — Hawkins’ hm 

6:15pm — Thursday PM Ladies’ Study — ACC 

6:30pm — Walk thru the Bible 

2 Good Friday 

3 NO EPIC WORSHIP SERVICE 

4 

Resurrection Sunday @ LP Fairgrounds Community 
Building 

8:00am—Breakfast 

10:00am—Worship Service w/La Porte Vineyard Church 

(Classes will be provided for Pre-school age and UNDER, other 
children will have activities to do at their seats next to their 

parents) 

5 
TREAD @ 6pm — ACC 

Adult Choir Practice @ 6pm—Nelson hm 

6 7:00pm — High School Bible Study — Spain’s hm 

8 

9:15am — Mom’s Bible Study — ACC 

1:00pm —Thur. Aftn Ladies’ Study — Hawkins’ hm 

6:15pm — Thursday PM Ladies’ Study — ACC 
6:30pm — Biblical Eldership Study — ACC 

6:30pm — Walk thru the Bible 

10 
8:00am—Spring Cleaning Day @ ACC 

E.P.I.C Worship Service @ 6pm 

11 

8:00am Sunday School (adults) 

9:00am Worship Service 

9:30am Sunday School (children—adults) 

10:30am Worship Service 

6:00pm — Tonagel Bible Study 

6:00pm — Young Adult Bible Study—ACC 

6:30pm — Maturing Christian Bible Study 

12 

TREAD @ 6pm — ACC 

Elder’s Meeting @ 6pm—ACC 

Adult Choir Practice @ 6pm—Nelson hm 

13 7:00pm — High School Bible Study — Spain’s hm 

15                                                            

Get your Taxes in! 

9:15am — Mom’s Bible Study — ACC 

1:00pm —Thur. Aftn Ladies’ Study — Hawkins’ hm 

6:15pm — Thursday PM Ladies’ Study — ACC 

6:30pm — Walk thru the Bible 

17 E.P.I.C Worship Service @ 6pm 

18 

8:00am Sunday School (adults) 

9:00am Worship Service 

9:30am Sunday School (children—adults) 

10:30am Worship Service 

6:00pm — Tonagel Bible Study 

6:00pm — Young Adult Bible Study—ACC 

6:30pm — Maturing Christian Bible Study 

19 
TREAD @ 6pm — ACC 

Adult Choir Practice @ 6pm—Nelson hm 

20 7:00pm — High School Bible Study — Spain’s hm 

22 

9:15am — Mom’s Bible Study — ACC 

1:00pm —Thur. Aftn Ladies’ Study — Hawkins’ hm 

6:15pm — Thursday PM Ladies’ Study — ACC 
6:30pm — Walk thru the Bible 

24 E.P.I.C Worship Service @ 6pm 

25 

8:00am Sunday School (adults) 

9:00am Worship Service 

9:30am Sunday School (children—adults) 

10:30am Worship Service 

6:00pm — Tonagel Bible Study 

6:00pm — Young Adult Bible Study—ACC 

6:30pm — Maturing Christian Bible Study 

26 
TREAD @ 6pm — ACC 

Adult Choir Practice @ 6pm—Nelson hm 

27 7:00pm — High School Bible Study — Spain’s hm 

29 

9:15am — Mom’s Bible Study — ACC 

1:00pm —Thur. Aftn Ladies’ Study — Hawkins’ hm 

6:15pm — Thursday PM Ladies’ Study — ACC 
6:30pm — Walk thru the Bible 

A few more important holiday’s in April 

 

4/7 No Housework Day 

4/16 National Wear Your Pajamas to Work Day 

4/24  Eeyore’s Birthday 
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youth group can do, and I truly 
believe it.  I have seen a servants 
heart with them that I have not seen 
yet as a youth minister.  This young 
group we have now at TREAD is 
growing in a season in their life that 
will impact them for their entire adult 
hood and I am so glad to be a part of 
i t .                  
 

Please continue to pray for us as we 
have a busy summer full of camping 
trips, retreats, paint balling, weekly 
b i b l e 
studies, and 
g r o u p 
m eet ings .    
Thanks!  

 
In Christ 

 
Wes Spain 

Hello! 

April is here and so the seasons are 
changing.  The sun is out more often, 
the snow is gone, plants are growing 
and soon we will be mowing our 
lawns.  It's interesting when the 
seasons change, a couple of years 
ago we had that happen at youth 
group.  Our leaders all seemed to 
graduate and move onto college all at 
the same time and it left a void in our 
youth group I didn't know what to do 
with.  For a couple of months I wasn't 
sure what shape our youth group 
would take.  We had mostly junior 
highers and some early high 
schoolers who didn't know much 
about faith, but they were coming 
every week and paying attention to 
our teachings.  As the year moved on 
I saw some interesting things happen, 
these kids had a lot of questions 
about their faith.  Along with that since 
our youth group was so young we had 

to teach them the very basics of 
Christianity.  So we went through the 
whole book of John with them over 
the second half of the school year.  A 
year ago we had a ton of new 
christian teens learning the meat and 
potato's of Christianity.  I still wasn't 
sure what would happen with this 
group, but I knew patience was the 
key with them.            
 

Then this school year started and 
these kids started to become more 
serious with their faith.  They were 
asking about baptism asking about 
their friends who believed in different 
religions.  I have already seen our 
new youth group members grow so 
much tha t  I  am cons tant l y 
encouraged with their strides.  Lately I 
have been baptizing people about 
every other week since the beginning 
of the school year.  I keep telling this 
group that there is no limit to what our 

A Word from our EPIC/TREAD Minister—Wes Spain  

April 4 

Special Resurrection Sunday Service 

8:00 a.m.  Breakfast 

(Reservations are required) 

10:00 Worship  

This year we will be having our Easter 
Worship Service at the La Porte County 
Fairgrounds in the Community Building.  
We will be having a breakfast before the 
service, which will begin at 8am.  
Reservations are required for the 
breakfast. 

Our brothers and sisters from the La 
Porte Vineyard Church will be joining us 
in worship!  This is an opportunity for us 
to meet together for one worship 
service.   

A nursery is being planned for little ones 
who can not sit for the service 
(preschool age and under).  Older 
students will be seated with their 
parents during the service.   

Please plan of attending this service.  
There will be worship, special music, 
choir selections and fellowship as we 
celebrate our risen Lord!  

And Now, a New and Exciting Way to Get Involved with Agape’s Kids! 

Hello Everyone!  We are so excited about the recent growth in our kids 

ministries!  ALL AGES have seen a recent increase in attendance, 

especially the little ones.  Like Rod said in his article, what a great problem 

to have!  So, I am now needing some volunteers for some specific needs.  I 

am not currently recruiting teachers (although I’ll never turn down a willing 

volunteer!), but rather people who will work more behind the scenes.  Our 

classrooms are needing a good spring cleaning and freshening up.  These 

rooms are where we teach our little ones and it is my hope to make them as 

“kid-friendly” as possible!  We are desperately in need of individuals who 

are willing to do a little cleaning of toys, some organizing of classrooms, 

some decoration and perhaps a bit of painting!  If any of these jobs sound 

like things you could devote a minimal amount of time to, please stop by the 

table in the lobby and sign up!  There is no date set for projects, we will 

work with our volunteers’ schedules! 

Also, as I look to the fall and the changes happening in our children’s 

ministries (more classes) and my own personal life (new baby arriving) I am 

needing to plan ahead.  I am looking for a few individuals who are willing to 

be part of a children’s ministry committee.  This committee will help in 

planning for the future, doing some behind the scenes paperwork and 

generally help keep Jen sane!  If you are willing to consider part a part of 

this committee, please indicate so on the sign-up sheet in the lobby. 

Thank you and God Bless!   Jen Hayes   


