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Prescription for Spiritual Health — Dr. Rod Nielsen 
  “Sauntering” 

agape christian church 

was too busy so this 
was better than 
nothing. 

   That made me think 
of the other things we 
did. Scott and Cindy 
and Lisa and I toured 
Civil War battlefields. 
We got CDs and 
maps that provide 
guided tours and 
d r o v e  a r o u n d 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
narrator’s instruction 
getting out to look at 
places where men 
fought and died. It’s a 
v e r y  m o v i n g 
experience to me. 

   Earlier this morning I 
read an article in The 
Christian Standard 

   Today is the middle 
of February, we 
shared the Friendship 
D i n n e r  a n d 
presentation of the 
Ruperts last night and 
I’m sitting in my office, 
once again looking at 
snow. Now I love 
snow, but I’m also 
looking at my Jack 
Nicklaus 2010 Golf 
C a l e n d a r .  T h e 
February picture is of 
the Ritz-Carlton Golf 
Club in Marana, AZ, 
lots of desert and 
cactus around lush 
green fairways. 

   I t ’s funny the 
thoughts that the 
picture generates. I’m 
ready for golfing. Then 
my mind turned to last 

June when we went to 
Virginia to take part in 
Troy and Megan 
Tonagel’s wedding. 
Scott Lane and I tried 
to find a place to golf. 
We didn’t get on a 
course, instead we 
ended at a driving 
range. It’s not as much 
fun as playing the 
game, but the course 

 

1601 “I” Street, La Porte, IN  46350  219.362.5614 
www.agapechristianchurchlaporte.com 

Elders 
Craig Bierl 

Jamie Cornwell 

Dennis Duschek 

Gary Hilton 

Tim Ransom 

Hugh Tonagel 

about the Art of 
Sauntering by Terry 
O’Casey. According to 
T e r r y  ( a n d  m y 
dictionary) to saunter is 
to walk along slowly as 
if with no place to go. 
Mr. O’Casey applied it 
to visiting Yellowstone 
Park. Suddenly I 
remembered how much 
fun I had “sauntering” 
through those historical 
sights. 

   O’Casey pointed out 
that most people only 
see three percent of 
Ye l lows tone Park 
because they rush 
through it trying to see 
all the highlights. Then 
he writes, “In the same 
way, 97 percent of the 
B i b l e  i s  n e v e r 
experienced.”  

Cont. on pg. 2 
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your way through the Bible. 
You miss out on a lot of God’s 
Word when you read in a rush. 
You will never run out of 
interesting things to discover if 
you take your time. Begin today 
to “saunter” through the Bible. 

He was writing to challenge the 
reader to slow down when 
reading the Bible. Instead of 
just reading the words, 
experience the events. 

   I’ve encouraged you to read 
through the Bible in a year. I’ve 
even provided a plan to help 
you. I think every Christian 
should read the Bible from 
cover to cover at least once in 
your life. But don’t let that be 
the sum total of your Bible 
reading. Take some time to 
read Bible stories slowly, 
“sauntering” through the text 
using your imagination to 
picture the events. “Saunter” 
through the epistles, imagining 

that you’re a church member 
in first century Galatia and 
Paul is writing to you. Or 
imagine that you’re a member 
of the church in Corinth, a 
church with a lot of problems, 
and read Paul’s letters as if 
you had just received the 
correspondence in the mail. 

   We miss a lot of America 
when we drive 60 miles an 
hour along an interstate 
highway, rushing to get where 
we’re going. Try taking some 
back roads and stop in small 
towns. “Saunter” your way 
through Indiana. The old state 
slogan “Wander Indiana” is 
good advice. Also “saunter” 

Prescription for Spiritual Health—”Sauntering” Cont. from pg. 1 

Let us know if we have missed your birthday 

or anniversary.  Just drop a note to the church 

office or e-mail Jen Hayes. 

15 Rich Newcomb 

17 

Rod Nielsen 
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23 John Cudney 
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Workshop coming to Agape! 

Agape will be hosting a workshop in 

conjunction with the Indiana Healthy 

Marriage Initiative called “8 Habits of 

a Successful Marriage/Relationship”  

The times and dates for this event 

are Friday, March 19th—6-9pm and 

Saturday, March 20th—9am-1pm.  

There are flyers and a sign-up in the 

lobby.  To reserve your space, 

please call 219-210-3133.   

Remember Everyone, March 

14th is the Time Change! 
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March -At -A -Glance  

1 
TREAD @ 6pm — ACC 

Adult Choir Practice @ 6pm—Nelson hm 

2 7:00pm — High School Bible Study — Spain’s hm 

4 

9:15am — Mom’s Bible Study — ACC 

1:00pm —Thur. Aftn Ladies’ Study — Hawkins’ hm 

6:15pm — Thursday PM Ladies’ Study — ACC 

6:30pm — Walk thru the Bible 

6 E.P.I.C Worship Service @ 6pm 

7 

8:00am Sunday School (adults) 

9:00am Worship Service 

9:30am Sunday School (children—adults) 

10:30am Worship Service 

6:00pm — Tonagel Bible Study 

6:00pm — Young Adult Bible Study—ACC 

6:30pm — Maturing Christian Bible Study 

8 
TREAD @ 6pm — ACC 

Adult Choir Practice @ 6pm—Nelson hm 

9 7:00pm — High School Bible Study — Spain’s hm 

11 

9:15am — Mom’s Bible Study — ACC 

1:00pm —Thur. Aftn Ladies’ Study — Hawkins’ hm 

6:15pm — Thursday PM Ladies’ Study — ACC 
6:30pm — Biblical Eldership Study — ACC 

6:30pm — Walk thru the Bible 

13 E.P.I.C Worship Service @ 6pm 

14 

Daylight Saving’s Time Begins 

8:00am Sunday School (adults) 

9:00am Worship Service 

9:30am Sunday School (children—adults) 

10:30am Worship Service 

6:00pm — Tonagel Bible Study 

6:00pm — Young Adult Bible Study—ACC 

6:30pm — Maturing Christian Bible Study 

15 

TREAD @ 6pm — ACC 

Elder’s Meeting @ 6pm—ACC 

Adult Choir Practice @ 6pm—Nelson hm 

16 7:00pm — High School Bible Study — Spain’s hm 

17 St. Patrick’s Day 

18                                                            

9:15am — Mom’s Bible Study — ACC 

1:00pm —Thur. Aftn Ladies’ Study — Hawkins’ hm 

6:15pm — Thursday PM Ladies’ Study — ACC 

6:30pm — Walk thru the Bible 

19 6pm—Marriage Workshop 

20 
9am—Marriage Workshop 

E.P.I.C Worship Service @ 6pm 

21 

8:00am Sunday School (adults) 

9:00am Worship Service 

9:30am Sunday School (children—adults) 

10:30am Worship Service 

6:00pm — Tonagel Bible Study 

6:00pm — Young Adult Bible Study—ACC 

6:30pm — Maturing Christian Bible Study 

22 
TREAD @ 6pm — ACC 

Adult Choir Practice @ 6pm—Nelson hm 

23 7:00pm — High School Bible Study — Spain’s hm 

25 

9:15am — Mom’s Bible Study — ACC 

1:00pm —Thur. Aftn Ladies’ Study — Hawkins’ hm 

6:15pm — Thursday PM Ladies’ Study — ACC 
6:30pm — Biblical Eldership Study — ACC 

6:30pm — Walk thru the Bible 

27 E.P.I.C Worship Service @ 6pm 

28 

Palm Sunday 

8:00am Sunday School (adults) 

9:00am Worship Service 

9:30am Sunday School (children—adults) 

10:30am Worship Service 

6:00pm — Tonagel Bible Study 

6:00pm — Young Adult Bible Study—ACC 

6:30pm — Maturing Christian Bible Study 

29 
TREAD @ 6pm — ACC 

Adult Choir Practice @ 6pm—Nelson hm 

30 7:00pm — High School Bible Study — Spain’s hm 

A few more important holiday’s in March: 

3/3   If Pets Had Thumbs Day 

3/11  Worship of Tools Day 

3/14  Pi Day 

3/26  Make up Your Own Holiday Day 
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patience and a little grace.  The 
last part of the main building will 
definitely impact our parking lot.  
We have to build in some drains, 
etc, it may get messier before it 
gets better. 

 

If you would like a tour of the 
building, just ask.  I am normally 
around before and after both 
Sunday Services and I can come 
to a Saturday Service if you ask.  I 
am so thankful for the support you 
have shown me, don’t hesitate to 
ask if you have a question. 

Craig Bierl 

Can you start to see our concepts 
coming together?  Isn’t it exciting?  
The contractor portion of the 
building is nearing completion.  
The building itself is really almost 
done.  The walls, insulation, 
mechanical and e lectr ica l 
equipment are in place.  The 
drywall is complete, ready to be 
finished.  The building itself is 
moving along great.  Our 
brickwork is on order.  The 
Weston’s are ready to move some 
dirt and get our site retention 
completed.  Bathroom fixtures are 
on order. 

 

Don’t get me wrong, there is still 
work to be done, however we are 
close.  It is almost time to put team 
AGAPE to work, cleaning, priming 
and painting.  That will be our first 
order of business once the 

contractors have completed their 
portion of the work.  Once that is 
done, we will be able to utilize the 
building.  We will have a nice 
building with lots of room for youth 
activities, study groups, small 
group meetings, etc.  At first, we 
won’t have all of the flooring 
complete, we won’t have a 
complete kitchen, and NO Wes, 
we won’t have basketball hoops 
up just yet.  Those things are 
coming, we need to tackle the 
work at hand and praise God for 
all that he has done for us! 

 

As we enter this phase of the 
building project, I am asking for a 
few things:  We need your 
continued support of the project, 
without you it just doesn’t make 
sense;  We need your labor, if you 
are able to help;  We need your 

Elders’ Corner—Building Update—by Craig Bierl  

March is 
here and 
spring is 
drawing 
near.  Laura 
and I were 

talking the other day about how 
we were excited for spring.  I look 
forward to showing Lily and re-
minding Faith of who made the 
flowers come up from the 
ground.  I also look forward to 
hearing the different birds flying 
around as the who world seems 
to wake back up for the sea-
son.  Don't get me wrong I am 
one of the few who enjoy the win-
ter, but I find a lot of things I enjoy 
about spring as well.  As Faith 
and Lily get older I look forward to 

planting various plants with them 
and as a family watching them 
grow.  The plants I mean.   
 
In many ways we are like those 
plants that many of us will plant 
this spring.  We are if put in the 
right environment able to grow 
just like plants.  If we fail to water 
these plants they might die, just 
like our spiritual life.  If we fail to 
water our souls with prayer and 
regular bible reading our souls 
will grow thirsty and perhaps we 
will be without life, spiritually 
speaking of course.  So as we all 
watch the plants grow this spring 
let it be a reminder to us that we 
need certain things for our growth 
as well.   

 
Physically speaking we would 
never neglect our intake for liquids 
or foods unless we had no other 
choice, but our spiritual lives need 
constant feeding as well.  If we truly 
want to make an impact and 
change the world then we must 
take care of our spiritual lives.   
Remember we are planted in this 
world for a reason, and we need to 
grow for the world to see us as 
beautiful so that we can point them 
in God's direction. 
In Christ 

 
Wes  

A Word from our EPIC/TREAD Minister—Wes Spain  


