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Prescription for Spiritual Health — Dr. Rod Nielsen
“I Didn’t See the Movie”

| didn’t see the movie,
but it seems I'm one of
the few who didn’t see
Avatar. The response
has been record-setting.
Even the web-site is
entertaining. Avatar is a
tale of a beautiful alien
world, Pandora. In the
year 2154 humans arrive
to mine a rare mineral
unobtanium. The
expansion of the mining
colony threatens the
existence of a local tribe
called Na-vi. Apparently
it was so realistic that
some fans developed a
deep longing to live in
such a place as
Pandora. Some people
have actually become
suicidal upon realizing
that this paradise is
unattainable.

Avatar Forum is a fan
interaction web-site. One

topic thread, “Ways to
cope with the depression
of the dream of Pandora
being intangible”, has
received more than a
thousand posts from
people experiencing
depression and trying to
cope. Wrote one
blogger, “Watching the
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wonderful world of
Pandora...l even
contemplated  suicide

thinking that if | do it |
will be re-birthed in a
world similar to Pandora
and everything is the
same as in Avatar.”
Another writer posted, I
was depressed because
| really wanted to live in
Pandora, which seemed
like such a perfect
place, but | was also
depressed and
disgusted with the sight
of our world, what we
have done to Earth. | so
much wanted to escape
reality.” The common
theme of these bloggers
seems to be the desire
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to live in Pandora or a
world similar to it.

| didn’t see the movie
and | don’t get it. | get the
part about being turned off
by what our world has
become. The sinfulness
and selfishness of man
has really messed up the
perfect world God
created. There must be
something better. What |
don’'t get is how people
become so wrapped up in
a purely fictional world. At
no point do the creators of
Avatar suggest that such
a world really exists. It's
fiction. It's entertainment.
What | don’t get is how
people choose to believe
in and submit their lives to
a fantasy world like
Pandora but refuse to
consider the real offer of
Heaven.

Cont. on pg. 2
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Prescription for Spiritual Health—"1 Didn’t See the Movie” Cont. from pg. 1

| think if people would listen to
what God has said they will
understand the He’s not happy
with our world the way it is either.
God tells us in Romans that
creation itself was subjected to
frustration and has been groaning
as in the pains of childbirth as it
waits eagerly to be liberated from
the bondage to decay that resulted
from sin (Romans 8:19-22). The
depressed Avatar/Pandora fans
could realize that even God wants
something better, in fact, He
created something better. The
Earth was designed to be a
perfect paradise, but it has been
ruined by rebellion against God
(sin). Instead of considering
suicide, they could live in hope
and expectation of what Jesus

said will happen when He returns
to Earth: Then | saw a new
heaven and a new earth, for the
first heaven and the first earth

had passed
loud voice from the throne
saying, ANow th

is with men, and He will live with
them. They will be His people,
and God himself will be with
them and be their God. He will
wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for
the old order of things has
passed Revettonl:1,3
-4

That perfect dwelling place is
not only real, it's available. All
they have to do is be born again.

e

Jesus said, il tell
one can see the kingdom of God
unl ess he
3:3), then He backed it up with this
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so loved the world that he gave his
odew and | onlyn gon
that whoever believes
in him shall not perish
but have eternal
I i (Jah3:16).

| didn't see the
movie, but | read The
Book. You can have
Pandora, [I'll take
Heaven.
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May -At -A-Glance

15

Armed Forces Day
E.P.I.C Worship Service @ 6pm

E.P.1.C Worship Service @ 6pm

8:00am Sunday School (adults)

9:00am Worship Service

9:30am Sunday School (children—adults)
10:30am Worship Service

6:00pm — Tonagel Bible Study

6:00pm — Young Adult Bible Study—ACC

16

8:00am Sunday School (adults)

9:00am Worship Service

9:30am Sunday School (children—adults)
10:30am Worship Service

6:00pm — Tonagel Bible Study

6:00pm — Young Adult Bible Study—ACC

TREAD @ 6pm — ACC
Adult Choir Practice @ 6pm—Nelson hm

17

TREAD @ 6pm — ACC
Adult Choir Practice @ 6pm—Nelson hm

7:00pm — High School Bible Study — Spain’s hm

18

7:00pm — High School Bible Study — Spain’s hm

National Day of Prayer
9:15am — Mom’s Bible Study — ACC
1:00pm —Thur. Aftn Ladies’ Study — Hawkins’ hm

6:15pm — Thursday PM Ladies’ Study — ACC
6:30pm — Walk thru the Bible

20

9:15am — Mom'’s Bible Study — ACC
1:00pm —Thur. Aftn Ladies’ Study — Hawkins’ hm

6:15pm — Thursday PM Ladies’ Study — ACC
6:30pm — Walk thru the Bible

22

E.P.1.C Worship Service @ 6pm

E.P.I.C Worship Service @ 6pm

Mother’s Day

8:00am Sunday School (adults)

9:00am Worship Service

9:30am Sunday School (children—adults)

10:30am Worship Service

6:00pm — Tonagel Bible Study

6:00pm — Young Adult Bible Study—ACC
6:30pm — Maturing Christian Bible Study

23

8:00am Sunday School (adults)

9:00am Worship Service

9:30am Sunday School (children—adults)
10:30am Worship Service

6:00pm — Tonagel Bible Study

6:00pm — Young Adult Bible Study—ACC

24

TREAD @ 6pm — ACC
Adult Choir Practice @ 6pm—Nelson hm

10

TREAD @ 6pm — ACC
Elder's Meeting @ 6pm—ACC
Adult Choir Practice @ 6pm—Nelson hm

25

7:00pm — High School Bible Study — Spain’s hm

1

7:00pm — High School Bible Study — Spain’s hm

27

9:15am — Mom'’s Bible Study — ACC
1:00pm —Thur. Aftn Ladies’ Study — Hawkins’ hm

6:15pm — Thursday PM Ladies’ Study — ACC
6:30pm — Walk thru the Bible

13

9:15am — Mom’s Bible Study — ACC

1:00pm —Thur. Aftn Ladies’ Study — Hawkins’ hm
6:15pm — Thursday PM Ladies’ Study — ACC
6:30pm — Walk thru the Bible

29

E.P.I.C Worship Service @ 6pm

A Few More Important Holidays in May
May 4 — National Teacher Day
May 13 — Root Canal Appreciation Day
May 16 — National Sea Monkey Day
May 30 — Hug Your Cat Day
(I couldn’t make these up if | tried!)

30

8:00am Sunday School (adults)

9:00am Worship Service

9:30am Sunday School (children—adults)
10:30am Worship Service

6:00pm — Tonagel Bible Study

6:00pm — Young Adult Bible Study—ACC

31

Memorial Day
TREAD @ 6pm — ACC
Adult Choir Practice @ 6pm—Nelson hm




A Letter from our Missions Committee Chair

Rod Hawkins
Galatians 6:9(NLT): i Don 6t get tired
Donét get di scouraged and
harvest of blessing at the

Moving forward in Faith! This is what Missions (World
Evangelism) is all about. We all have a roll to play in this
movement of faith. God calls some to serve in cross-
cultural ministry. God wants others -
to serve by supporting missions
through prayer and giving. It is a true
partnership of faith. What is your
role? Is God calling you to pursue an
evangelism role? Is God asking you
to support a mission family §
personally?
Will you commit to?
| will pray for missions!
| will encourage a mission family!
| will financially support a mission!

For the year 2010, Agape’s budget calls for a plan to give
17% of our general fund offerings to our missions as
assigned by the missions’ committee and approved by the
Elders. Given the budget as approved for the year, this will
translate to $37,185. This amount would be greater if our
general fund giving is higher than budget.

It has been a long established practice (policy) at Agape to
not spread the missions giving over a large number of

4

mission efforts. Our primary giving goes to one person or
group in each of the four categories: foreign missions;

o éducdtioni (tnagningwdfi mihisters sandgmissia@haries); church

goutkr @empu gnd pridoro ministnye Wevhave, loverrthe gpast
fep pears, @ddeda3t nassidns tmet ged a set amount each
month, leaving the balance to be split with the four main
missions.

Missions Giving:

1) Campus Life — La Porte Chapter - $100/month;

2) Ignite, formerly ChicagoLand District
Evangelistic Association (CDEA) - $100/month;

3) Gospel of Asia - $50/month;

The balance for each quarter is then divided

equally among the four main missions:

4) Deaf Ministries International (Dewayne and
Jackie Liebrandt);

5) Michiana Church Camp, Niles, Ml;

6) Lincoln Christian University, Lincoln, lllinois; and

7) Extended Hands Ministries, Lee Ladd, Director,
Indianapolis.

The extent of Agape’s mission giving goes well beyond
what is listed above. There are occasional designated gifts
placed in the offering plate that will be added to the
church’s giving. There are many families in the church that
provide personal and direct support to many other mission
efforts such as Bible translators, missions in Hong Kong,
missions in Chile, missions to needy children, and
numerous other youth related efforts.

Rod Hawkins

A Word from our EPIC/TREAD Minister—Wes Spain

Hello,

# Summer is almost

here and the
busiest time for
youth  ministry

comes along with
; |it. As it stands we
7. are going to be
having a lot of fun and some
serious time for study this
summer. We are trying something
new in this year. June 11-13" the
male leaders are taking a group of
guys (high school and college age
only) backpacking in southern
Indiana, and at the same time the
female leaders will be hosting a
group of girls at the church for
some girly girl stuff. Also this
summer we plan on paintballing

since the kids won’'t stop asking
me about it, the date will be picked
soon and whoever doesn’t mind
being shot at by balls of paint.

Also this summer Megan
McGarvey and Derek Killingbeck
will be helping me more with youth
group and tackling a majority of
the responsibilities’ as they want
to see what the youth ministry is
like. So this summer youth group
will take a different and amazing
turn as it frees me up to do more
young adult and EPIC ministry
events along with getting Derek
and Megan’s feet wet in the
ministry. It's such a joy from a
youth pastor’s perspective to see
his youth group kids grow up into
people who are interested in the

ministry as well.

In my time here | have learned so
many things, and | am glad to help
these young leaders learn how the
inside of a youth ministry looks
like. | have felt for many years
that it is very important to look at
each individual youth as a
possible leader of the future, and
as for the future of TREAD
ministries our future has never
looked brighter.

Please be praying for the future
development of our youth ministry
as we train up another Generation
in the Lord’s work...

EPIC and TREAD ministries
Wes Spain
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